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Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States. t]f Commandery of the State of Minnesota
C I RCULAR
St. Paul, M inn., June 25th, 1904.
Early in the year the Minnesota Commandery
adopted a resolution regarding a National Memorial
to Abraham Lincoln. A copy of the resolution was
sent to associate commanderies, and it was heartily
endorsed. Later the Minnesota Commandery appointed t he undersigned committee to act with like
committees, appointed or to be appointed by associate
commanderies. At the time of the passing of t he resolution, the Minnesota Commandery was not informed
that anything was being done toward the construction
of the memorial suggested. Soon after the resolution
was sent out, a bill was introduced in Congress asking
an appropriation for a suitable memorial. This bill
was offered by t he Hon. George D. McCreary of Pennsylvania, serving his first term in Congress. It soon
developed that the 57th Congress had passed a bill providing for a commission consisting of Senator George
Peabody Wetmore of Rhode Island; Representative
James T. McCleary of Minnesota, the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of War, Senator Geo. G. Vest
of Missouri (since retired) and Representative
J ames D. R ichardson of Tennessee, in the order
named, to take up the study of a proper memorial to
Lincoln, and $25,000, or so much thereof as should be
necessary was appropriated for such investigation.
This commission held its first meeting in April. It
has under consideration, as we are informed, several

plans in regard to the matter, and it is the desire of
the commission that whatever plan shall be recommended shall be in every way worthy of the occasion.
We are also informed through a member of this commission that any suggestions which the Loyal Legion
may desire to offer as to the character of the memorial
will not be taken amiss. We believe all will agree
that cost should be a secondary consideration. Lincoln was the greatest of his century, regardless of
country, race or language. What he said and did
gave him fame the world wide and renders his memory immortal. What is now proposed is not so much
the perpetuation of his memory, as an expression in
an artistic and substantial form, of our appreciation of
him. We have the right to assume that the Government will cheerfully appropriate the necessary means
for the construction of the most suitable memorial
which can be conceived. Shall it be a monumen t?
Shall it be a Memorial Hall-a Temple of Liberty? If
so, where located? If a building, to what uses adapted? Again the suggestion has been made that a magnificent boulevard connecting \IVashington and Gettysburg, w ith a monument designating the spot w here
Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg address, with a suitable arch at the initial point of the roadway in
Washington, would not be inappropriate. The suggestion is not without merit. Washington is a beautiful city, crescendo. It is, however, thoroughly deficient in suburbs or fine country roads, such as contribu te to the attractiveness of the New England city.
The parkway, if adopted, should be laid along the
most scenic and historic route connecting t he two
points, with an arch at two or more conspicuous places
on the line of roadway, and at suitable intervals
broadened into and improved as a park. Increased interest would constantly attach to it as new features
could each year be suggested and added, such as the
reproduction of the log-cabin, rail-fence, wigwam, etc.
We would "pluck a thistle and plant a flower where'er

a flower should grow." Lincoln was rural in his habit,
taste and acquirements; it would, therefore, be appropriate. With modern self-propelling vehicles it
would be a utility and delight for the centuries to
come. Gettysburg is not a cemetery, but the most historic and richly endowed spot of earth within the national domain, not excepting Independence Hall. The
parkway would require constant attention. In that
sense it would be a live thing, a moving indicator, like
the hand upon the dial, rather than a dead stationary
weight like a monument. Until patriotism shall wane,
it would receive all necessary attention and in no sense
be a burden.
A little more than twenty years ago, the admirers
of Shakespeare, dedicated to his memory a fine building, constructed at his birth-place, designed for a theater, library and museum. As an expression of t h e
affection of his admirers, it supplants all monuments
theretofore erected. Any memorial hall which may be
devised should be appropriate for some Government
use. It might be adapted to inauguration festivities
and executive functions of various kinds, including receptions, and designed in part as a gallery of Art and
temple of Fame. This communication is to invite s;uggestions and criticisms rather than make them, and
after a free interchange of views relating to the subject, it may be desirable to appoint a sub-committee to
confer with the Congressional commission.
Please carefully consider the matter and let us hear
from you.
Yours truly,
FRANCIS B. HART,
J. C. DQNAHOWER,
P. G. WOODWARD,
L. W. COLLINS,
DAVID L. KINGSBURY,
Committee.

